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PORSCHE

CARRERA CUP

by David Colman

.. .from the race series that wasn’t comes the car that isn’t. Not
since the Interscope Indy Porsche of 1979 have so many slaved so
long to accomplish so little.

Fhatas by author




ndyCar WeekEnd. I'm feeling
sluggish, but ils probakly just a
low adverb count
Traoping around Laguna Seca
(“dust” in Spanish} can become lire-
same, but the antidote Is al hand. The
last of the 25 911 C2s built for the
stillborn Carrera Cup Saries is ming
for the weekend
In a gesture af inexphicable gen-
erosity, Don Patterson picked up his
new Porsche on Thurgday and turned
it owver to me an Friday. Would you cul
a check for $78.340, and then turn
your undriven, rare, prishing Parsche
over to a stranger of dubiious ntent?
With commendable calm, Paligrsan
naver flinched as he watched nis
unenjoyed toy disappear into rush
hiour traffic on 1071
Thig ong pitches like & cinched
bull, brutally converting expansion
strips to spead bumps. What a siroke
of luck | fareswore that last eup of
coffee. The (80 dangling fram the key
ring reads ‘Cup Car” An |.D. bracelet
that validates this 911 as Porsches
turn-key race car This is 2 special
Porsche, built for track evenls never
held, then converted 1o street legal
irirn. The roll cage, Momp wheel and
Recaro seat may be gone, but the
guspension modifications remind yu
that this 911 is =1l wery special
Cupcake is on parole at long last
aftar the demise of the series, the
Carrera Cup cars were incarcerated
at Andigl pending shipment 1o
Parzehe’s port-of-entry Tacilily al
Charleston, South Carclina, There,
factory technicians performed the
tasks necessary to restore lhese
Careras 1o saleable form
The cancelled Carrera Cup et 25
srohaned 9115 looking for 2 home
An additonal 20 wera shipped Lo
Andial bul never convarted. 44 werg
white and one was red. Don
Patterson bought the last of the con-
vertedfunconvertad cars, number 25
In exchange for a lot ol money
(£78.340), Parsche sald him a
Carrara 2, (WPOAB2OGXNE420672)
with & plague identilying it as the last
of the phantom Carrera Cup cars
While thal price mighl sggm expen-
siva for @ Porsche thal has Qaen
through: the mill Three times, just con-
sider how mugch effort and expense
this example of entrapy actually rep-
rasanls. First, it was ouilt with special
attaniion on lhe produstion line al
Stuttgart, since It was designed from
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the outsel to be a Cup car, Porscha
ihen shipped it to their L.S. racing
arm in Santa Ana, California, Andia
(Pargche Motorsports Morth Amearica)
for 12 clays of sfforl to ring it up
srulf s a full rage car. Figure that the
cosl ol labor al Andial adds about
$10.000 1o tha price of the car, Then
add in all the additicnal special
egulpment inslalled there and you
end up with a Cup Car selling for
$100.000

When the series was cancelled
hecause, ameng oiher reasans, the
cars didn't sell, much af tne good
stuff installed ai Andial was removed
at Porsche's PO.E. facility 1n
Charlesian, South Caraling. Figure
another 12 days ($10,000) of labor for
(e decommissioning process 1o rn
its course. |l you add the labor
charge of $20,000 to the price of a
Carrera 2 ($63,900). your iotal of
£E3.900 excesds what Pattersan
actually paid for the car. Maybe
78 340 is something of a bargain for
a Carrera with sush a well dosumant-
ed history of inertia

And g, fram the race series thal
wasnt comes he car that isn't, Nal
since the Interscope Indy Porsche of
1879 have sa many slaved 50 long 10
accomplish go little, The phantom of
the Carrgra Sup has returned 1o
square one with precious little 1o

(left) The big board at Andial
tracked every stage of the Carrera
Cup car's fjourney from port-of-
entry (C) to delivery fo customer
(final D) - unfortunately, "D" never
took place

(below) Rear deck of the Carrera
Cup car is identical to partial shelf
of the BS America, but below the
covering the plates for mounting
the roll cage still exist

show for itz cireultous journey Dul a
trail of paperwork, shallered dreams
and oroken promises
It all starled =0 propiliously when
the factory decided to build a version
al the European Carrera RS for an
American Carrera Cup program. A
run of 45 Carrera 2s received the fol-
lowing treatmant al the factory before
being sent to the United States
» Aluminum hood
e Deletion of body cavity wax and
sound-deadening componanis
(except fioor pad and oof)
= Sport Hywheel
» Sieel synchronizer rings in
gearbox
s Revised spring rales and struls
« Racalibrated brake system rales
« Manual stesring
s Masler electrical kill switch in
frant trurk
= Fartial electnc seals
« Mo rear seals (package shelf)
» No sunroaf, air gonditioning or
poswer mirrcrs
s Racing electrical charging
gyslem
s 36 ampere hour batiery
» Racing type engine mounts
s Adjustable sway bars
= Seam welding
* 3.6 liter engine rated al 256
norsepowar
These Cup cars deslined for the
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After Andlal shipped the cars out for installation of the roll eage, they began installing a new electrical system,
a different suspension, an on-board fire system and related safety equipment

Urited States were unlike the twa ver-
sions of the RS (Basic and Touring)
sold in Ewrope. While the adjoining
lable oullines the precise differences
among the three types, the majlor
objective for US. cars was to keep
them street legal for importation pur-
poses. Thus, all 45 came over with
government mandated safety gear
intact. Air bags, side door impact
bearms, Bosch DME and catalyst, full
safely glass. and standard issue
impact bumpers wana fitted to evary
American Cup car. In addition, thase
Carreras carried central locking and
elarm systems and ABS brakes
Because of NHTSA resistance to
importation of race cars that could be
scld as streel cars, Porsche was
detarmined lo imporl only sireet legal
Carreras for the series. There would
be no possibility for theze to be
tabbed ‘Gray Area" cars like the 958
Ag it turned out, Parsche'’s perspicac-
54 EXCELLENGE February 1993

ity laft them with legally importad cars
to sell after the unexpected cancella-
tion of the Gup
Onee the 8911s arrived at Andial
the real work of converting them into
race cars began in sarnest. Alwin
Springer and Dieter Inzenhofer over-
saw an operation headed up by Mark
Popov-Dadiani, which took the factory
platform and turned it into a proper
race car. Tha most time-consuming
modification was the roll cage instal-
lation, which was actually subcon-
tracted by Andial and performed
elsewhere, The following tasks took
110 hours at Andial:
= Front and rear struts and springs
ware chianged lo Carrera Cup
spacitications
= Rear trailing arms and spring
plates were swapped from lefi to
right sidas
= Onginal seals were removed and
ane Aecaro recing drivers seal

was installed with six-paint
harnass

* |[ntericr trim items were removed
to-allow for installation-af full
roll cage

s Frant strut brace was added
between shock towers

= ABS onfoit switch added

* Rear brake pressure regulatar
valve removed

= Froni bumper shacks removed

» Oriver's window net installed

# Main and final muffler replaced
by tuned exhaust systam

¢ Healer blower motor removed

» Safely electrical kil switch
installed on fromt cowl

» Cam cover stud and transaxle
stud replaced with drilled stugs
o-accap! ant-tamper seals

« Racing clutch disc inslalled

« Front oil copler fan remeved: and
haffla installed

¢ Horns relocated



COMPARING THE TWO VERSIONS

OF THE EURO-CARRERA RS TO THE U.S. CUP CAR

Euvro-RS Euro-RS u.s
Basic TOURING CARRERA Cup
Flywheel LLightweight e Double Mass .o Lightweight
(same as CF)
4511 1 SRRSIRNRPRRRNRRE. 1~ | |- o] 311, [N -.) ] - NSRRI | i =1 1. [ § |
Damper Damper
Underseal ..................MNone.., Standard e TONE
Windowlifts .................Manual ............ Electric... ...Electric
=1 SRORNPNNRRNRRRRE, - - - NPT 11 c = [ S . Standard
Electric Electric
SEREFITD viasicesansins ampeihr RARTIE o combithonoenabibon oo TPRRIREIE o s i i e pmms e« VAT |
L RO I | L2117, = o 1 SNSRI 1 - 11 | 3OS U OSN 1!o: L ) . -
[except (excapl
windshield) windshield)
Exterior Mirror..... . Manual Bl e s W M Al
Battery .. oo SE-AH B s s B A
WG e BT Bl i BB DG s s B0 he
Horsepower .......vcvee, R s st b BB s e e s oo TR
Whesels: :qvunmmnaeTR &% TTE v Bl e TR conmsamanasimnTdw AT E
Bdx1TH. Bdx17 R, 8Jx17 .
| | [ e—————- |7 o5 ] =l Byt SEDSEO ZB 1T E e 20580 2B 17 E
2550 ZR 17T R. 25540 ZR 17 R. 255/40 ZR17 R
ALRENBL, . v voiorsmnne I FOGLIGIES . cinimmmsmsmmmaimismnmasas s iNpact-abeorbing
Mo Central Alarm Bumper
Lowered 48 mm Coor Beams
ABE Air Bags
Central Lockfaiarm
Fog Lights
Seam Welded

» Front deckiid drilled io accommao
date hood retaining pins

= Driving lights replaced with
olales

« Original front (7 % 17 in.) and rear
(8 % 17 in.) whesis replaced with
B x 17 im. (front)y and 9.5 % 17 in.
(rear) Carrera Cup rims. Longer
studs and spacers added to
rear axle

» Frging maodified and dyno lestad
at 271 hersepower, then segled
aleng with transmission

By the time the first 25 Carreras
graduated from Andial's finighing
schoal, a considerable duplication of
effort had already transpired. For
example. the struts received from the

factory — which were already non-
standard items — were replaced
again in Southarn CGalifarnia with mare
radical racing compaonentry. Tha alec-
frical kill switch fitted by Porscha in
the frant trunk was relocated to a
point just beneath the lelt side of the
windshigld at Andial, Much of the trim
installed at Porsche was delated at
Andial | recall seeing bins and bins
of parts lying arcund the shop at
Andial which contained parts taken
off ‘the Carreras received from
Europe, Wiring harnesses, brackets
and suspension pieces ware removed
and Inventornied as thée process of
madification and simplificatian eontin-
ued. As Ed Triolo, then Viee President
af Marketing Communications for

Porsche remarked, “The cencept of
imparting 1he vahicles as sirest cars
and changing them o race carg
didn't help the overall cost of the
cars.”

When Parsche failed to romance a
malor sponser for the sorigs, Triglo
announced in earty May, 1982 thai
the series would not take place. Thal
decision |Efl 25 completed Cup cars
sitting at Andial, with na purpose in
life. When Parsche decided to recon-
figure tham as streat cars, almost
evarything insialled at Andial was
remaved at the Parache facility in
Charleston. Off came 1ha racing struts
and springs, the Aecaro seat, the
Moma wheel, the roll cage, the ABS
onfoffl switch, the window net, tha
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Photo by Robart Bruce Dunzan

exterior electrical kil switch, and tha
hood retaining pins. On went the
standard alrbag whasel, the alecing
front seats, the front bumper shocks,
the rear brake pressura regulalar,
heater blowar motor, and the origina!
Eurppean RS suspension pieces frani
and rear. Thie motor and gearbox
remalned sealed unils, albeit with a
different Maotranic chip than the one
which praduced 271 horsepower

All this means that the Gup 911 |
drove was lar removed from ils state
of tune when prapared by Andial
MNevarthelass, it was a decided|y
mare anergetic Carrera 2 than you
can buy fram your local dealer today,
The reasons are that the 25 convert-
ed Carreras are Halfway between a
lrug Cup racer and a slock U.5
specification Carrera 2. For one thing,
at a listed weight of 2,691 pounds.
these retreads are still considerably
lighter than a standard 1992 C-2
coupe, which weighs 3,031 pounds
Even Ihe "lightweight" RS America,
weighs 2954 pounds, So Pattarsan’s
car is 83 pounds under the RS and
140 pounds lighter than any ather
Carrera 2 available. Sacondly, the
enging is producing more horsepow-
er than the standard C-2, and evan
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the “window" slicker lists 256 horze-
power as s output. To me, il feli
stronger than that. and 2 good guess
waukd put it somawhere belween 258
and 271. At any rate, the lowar weight
and higher power give this car mare
punch than you will find in any
Porsche save the 3.6 fiter turbo which
iz an its way for 1994,

The handling of the reconverted
Cup car is superior not anly to the
standard Carrera 2, bul algo the RS
America. Pallerson's Cup car is a
rough riding beasl, with solid reflexes,
great pradictability, and virtually no
trailing throltle oversteer. Even in its
current detuned state, it skips around
2 great deal aver bumps, and gener-
glly raquires a high lavel of attention
fram the driver. The BS America is
slightly more forgiving of stupidity,
and not much less tenacious in grip
Slill, for the fanatic, the Cup car is the
preferable hot rod because it commu
nicates its next mave Just a bit more
precisely than anything Porsche
would narmally authorize tor sireet
use in America

The parmled Cup car s in fact clos-
er lo the European "Tauring” RS than
it i5 to anything seld in America.
Accarding to pawer and weight fig-

ures alona, the o are quite similar
The RS Touring weighs 2866 pounds
and makes 260 horeepower, while the
Cup car weighs 25 pounds mors and
maxes 4 horsepower less. While the
Eurc RS oifers power steering, the
Cup car still has manual steering
which s a boon if yau have beeafy
forearms, but a detriment i you den't
Ona holdover of the conversion is the
racing clutch disc installed at Andia
Fram my experience, it doesn't suffar
fools kindly. Slip it the |east little bit,
and your nose will inform you of vour
sin. Just jockeying the ear into photo
posilien provoked the cluich into
shawing me Its stinking bacdge. After
Ihal episade, | guickly learned the
rill; held It i ar let it out, and forget
in-bgtwaan

Even sp, there were limes whan il
would act up withou! apparan! pravo
calion, which led me (o conclude that
the racing disc, slesl spring damper
and spaort flywheel combination ook
better on paper than they wark on the
road

If you decide to buy ane of the
remaining Cup cars, prepare yourseli
for 2 811 wilh sgueaks, because this
car has been faken apairt and pul
togethar more times than an Ereclor



sat. That garved-in-granite feel you
covel from Porsche 1s decidedly
absent in the Cup car, It squeaks, it
groans, and it darts about on its own
agenda

Although carankerous, this 911 is
mare challenging to drive than the
standard Carrera 2. Forego some of
the current refinements and let the
Cup car return you 16 & more raucous
time of 811 development. s a cross
betwaen 3 911 K and & 2.7 liter 911
RS Touring. Crude: bt fun.

Because Parsche recognizes the
Cup car may fail 1o meeg! the guality
and longevity expectations of their
typically picky buyer, they have drafl-
ed a disclaimer {or the prospective
custamer o sign before purchase. |t
explaing that the car “was originally
clesigned to be street legal, bul capa-
ole of use for compeatition. Therefore,
this vehicle was originally built to
lightweight standards for possible
competition use,” The walver outlines
the follawing deviations from stan-
dard trim

# aluminum hood

« giimination of body cavity wasx,

undercoating and sounc
deadening

e sport flywheel

(above) In order to maintain strict legality, each
Carrera Cup car was fitted with anti-tamper seals on
both engine and gearbox

(left) Andlial originally deleted both air bags and
factory steering wheal, and then to return this car to
stock specifications Porsche had to reinstall
original equipment

« stea| synchra rings

s diffarent struts and springs
« diffarent hrake calibrations
* manuval steering

e master electric cutofl in frunk
« partial slectric seals

* nig air conditioning

s rear package shalf

® o sLNroof

= racing charging system

= 36 AH batiery

* (acing enging mounts

* manual mirors

« gojustable stabilizer bars

In view of these modifications, you
are informed that “this vehicle will
exhibil different ride; cornering, brak-
ing and interier noise characleristics
which are censidered normal”
Porsche slates that "said vehicle may
rat -have the fit and finish guality of a
regular production 911 Carrera 2.7

Im addition, “the electrical system
is net designad for short trip driving
and that such use may result in a
dead battery.” I vou ara willing lo
accept the Carrera Cup vehicle *as
i5, with all faults," and are further will
ing to absolve Porsche of any failures
which might arise out of compeatition
use (which they deem “inharantly

abusive of any vehicle"), then thay
will accept your chiack for $78,340
That figure includes a $13,740 sur-
charge for the "Carrera Cup Edition’
opticn. And finally, Porsche asks you
lo acknowledge that the typical
Corrosion Limited Warranty for 811
sories vehicles s *NOT APPLICABLE
tex this venicle.”

5o buying a Cup car is as much an
adveniure as driving it. Forget the rid-
ing mechanic, but bring your lawyer
If you care to deviate from the norm
pul one of these detuned warrniors in
your garage. It's a rare opportunity to
own a Carrera 2 that is different from
the herd, with weight and horsepower
and heritage rafings that will insure its
collectibility status in the long term.

Cansgidering the fortune Porsche
spant on the meticulous process of
preparing and unpraparing each one
of these cars, $13.740 seems like a
Dargain surcharge for such an LnLsy-
2| 911. After all, this “Carrera Cup
Edition” isn't some contrived market-
ing ploy dreamed up by the factory,
but a genuinely limited offering, of a
unigue vehicle. The 25 Carrera Cup
cars mark a sad footnete to a chapter
of Porsche racing History that was
never written
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